
City of San Diego City Charter 
Article VII 

 

 
Page 5 of 46 

appropriations for the City debt as though taken by the Council in the Annual 
Appropriation Ordinance. 

Section 75: Annual Tax Levy 

The Council shall adopt, not later than the last day in August of each year, an ordinance 
levying upon the assessed valuation of all property in the City, a rate of taxation 
sufficient to raise the amount estimated to be required in the annual budget and as herein 
provided, less the amounts estimated to be received from fines, licenses, and other 
sources of revenue, using as a basis the value of the property as assessed by the County 
Assessor, as the same may be equalized and returned to the Council by County Auditor as 
provided by general law.  The Council shall immediately thereafter transmit to the 
County Auditor of the County of San Diego, a statement of such rate or rates so fixed by 
it. 
(Amendment voted 11-04-1975; effective 12-01-1975.) 

Section 76: Limit of Tax Levy 

The tax levy authorized by the Council to meet the Municipal expenses for each fiscal 
year shall not exceed the rate of $1.34 on each $100.00 of assessed valuation of the real 
and personal property within the city.  In addition to the foregoing tax levy, the Council, 
if necessary, shall levy annually a sum sufficient to meet the requirements of the pension 
funds herein provided for the Police and Fire Departments and the City Employees’ 
Retirement Fund.  No special tax shall be permitted except as expressly authorized by 
this Charter.  The foregoing limitations shall not apply in the event of any great necessity 
or emergency, in which case they may be temporarily suspended, provided that no 
increase over said limits, except as in this Charter prescribed shall be made in any fiscal 
year unless authorized by ordinance adopted by the vote of two-thirds of the electors of 
this City voting on the proposition, and provided further that no indebtedness shall ever 
be incurred by The City of San Diego for public improvements which shall in the 
aggregate exceed twenty- five per cent (25%) of the assessed value of all real and 
personal property of such City, anything in this Charter contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding.  This limitation on the part of the City to incur indebtedness shall be 
construed to include any indebtedness which may be incurred by special taxes or by the 
voting of bonds by the electors. 
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